Mid-year progress report 2002.

(Senegal, Gambia, Guinea Bissau and Mali).

1.
Objectives.

· Provide legal counselling services to refugees/asylum seekers through implementing partners.  

· Assure medical assistance to vulnerable cases among refugees/asylum seekers living in Dakar, Banjul, Bissau and Bamako towns.  Also rural refugees living in Basse and Bambali camps in Gambia, Jolmette camp in Guinea Bissau, and in Faragouaran transit center in Mali are benefiting to the same assistance.

·  Promote durable solutions for refugees through local integration, voluntary repatriation or resettlement in a case-by-case manner.

· In Senegal UNHCR continues to provide legal protection to Mauritanian refugees especially for those who opt for naturalization.

· Provide financial resources and assure technical assistance to National Eligibility Commissions (NEC) in Senegal, Mali, and Gambia, Guinea Bissau where NEC are established on a ad hoc basis.

· Follow up national legislation in Guinea Bissau.

2.
Majors development, progress and constraints.

· In early 2002, BO Dakar had been granted with the supervision of two additional countries (Mali and Gambia) that inducted a review and strengthening BO Dakar programme monitoring system.  Also a network allowing information and communication exchanges with BO Dakar had been established in countries under BO Dakar supervision (Senegal, Gambia, Guinea Bissau and Mali).

· During the first semester 2002, BO Dakar registered two influxes of Senegalese refugees originated from Casamance region, into Gambia.  These refugees’ movements were subsequent to Senegalese military operations in Casamance.  The first influx drained 1500 refugees into Gambia (Mai 2002).  Among this number 75 persons voluntarily went to Bambali camp while the rest decided to return to Casamance after the decrease of military operation in their villages of origin.

The second influx took place in June 2002, involving  2 050 persons who crossed into Gambia and remained at the border Gambian villages until the restoration of stability in their places of origin.

· Facilitation repatriation activities for  refugees originated from Sierra Leone is on going.  BO Dakar doesn’t register an increase of activity despite the restoration of peace, and socio-economical situation stabilisation in this country.  Sensitization campaign is initiated and BO Dakar expects that more refugees will request a voluntary repatriation after the raining season.

· During the first semester 2002, BO Dakar had monitored closely resources allocated to programme budget and administrative ABOD, in a view to protect and assist people under UNHCR mandate according to availability of fund.  

BO Dakar is constantly pushing and lobbying for the adoption of national legislation related to refugees in Gambia and Guinea Bissau.  In Bissau government has drafted a law and submitted for the implementation of National Eligibility Commission.

· Despite that in Gambia and Guinea Bissau national eligibility commission are in place in an ad hoc manner.  While in Senegal and Mali these commissions are officially established.

· UNHCR is supporting all four commissions and helping in capacity building for a good implementation of refugee laws according to international UN standards. During the reported period a significant lot materials and furniture was provided to all four NEC.

· The major constraint during the reported period were the low and slow budget funding which forced BO Dakar in collaboration with IPs to conduct a prioritization exercise among basic refugee needs.  The slow and late funding had delay signature of sub-agreements.

2.1
Specific developments .

2.1.1
Urban refugees.

Influxes of asylum seekers.

· In Bamako, and Bissau, BO Dakar had registered an decrease of asylum seeker while in Dakar number of asylum seeker has increased.  Persons who arrived in Dakar have left Central Africa Republic CAR, they are nationals from Rwanda and have been granted refugee status by CAR authorities.  Once in Senegal, authorities make doubt on their asylum request to remain in that country because motivations leading to their departure from CAR and legal papers which their used for travelling are considered not clear.  Despite this situation BO Dakar ensure their international protection and medical assistance is provided to the most vulnerable cases when need be.

Assistance.

· With the reduction of funding assistance is provided on priority to pregnant woman, breast feeding woman, woman head of family, children, handicap persons and elder persons.  BO Dakar continue to promote and to deliver assistance in general to refugee toward local integration in countries of asylum, bearing in mind that voluntary repatriation remains the sole and last durable solution.

· In the fourth countries supervised by BO Dakar socio-economical situations remain precarious and do not lead refugee to find easily a job, however UNHCR is promoting and supporting  private initiative through micro-project.

2.1.2
Rural refugees.

Mauritanians refugees in Senegal.

· Lack of political will between Senegal and Mauritania to settle refugee problems live away a really durable solution for this caseload numbered 20 000 persons.

· Major protection constraint during the reported period was lack of legal framework allowing the issuance of refugee ID cards to this caseload, and this remains the main protection major issue for BO Dakar.

· Despite the above protection problem, UNHCR will provide funds corresponding to amounts  reimbursed by refugees during 1997 micro projects implemented.  This funding will benefit only to Mauritanian women association living in Northern Senegal Valley.

Senegalese refugees in Guinea Bissau.

· UNHCR BO Dakar has processed registration and identification of refugees living in Guinea Bissau.  This exercise allow issuance of 7 397 ID cards to refugees originated from Casamance and living along the border between Senegal and Guinea Bissau.  A database has been established giving statistical and socio-economical information profiles.

Senegalese refugees in Gambia.

· Following two influxes of refugees into Gambia, UNHCR decided to provide NFI’s to newly arrived refugees.  Gambian authorities requested this assistance during the emergency phase.  NFI assistance will be provided on a communal distribution matter at the entry point, until refugees join camp where they will received NFI’s on an individual basis.

3-
Progress during the reported period.

	Impacts 
	Indicators of  progress

	· Improvement of communication between UNHCR and its Implementing Partners (IPs, GoRs, Refugees) 
	· Refugees are better informed about budgetary constraints;

· Refugees are better protected by national legislations;

· Better financial monitoring from IPs. 

	· Health situation of refugees is better.
	· Access to medical facilities for refugees living into camps and urban zones rate 100%.

· Mortality rates in all refugee camps and among urban refugee populations are less than the national rate.

· All refugee under 5 years are getting vaccinated.

· All children nutrition cases detected among refugee population are treated and they recover within 1 month.

	· Reinforcement of refugee capacity to reach self-reliance.
	· Individual assistance versus micro project supported by UNHCR are equally financed through UNHCR programme representing 50% each.  

· UNHCR strongly support women groups especially in Senegal.

	· Refugee status determination is effective in three countries.
	· Regular sessions are taking place in three countries under BO Dakar supervision.

· Draft national legislation is underway in Guinea Bissau.

	· Refugees more and more manifest participative attitude.
	· Refugee in communal services deliver at the camp level shows more voluntary involvement.


	Performance indicators
	Progress reported

	· 100% of common sicknesses are cured.
	· Medical visits are followed by appropriate treatments.

	· 70% of refugee urban children attend school, against 100% refugees’ children living in camp.
	· Primary education reaches most of refugees children.

	· More than 60% beneficiaries of vocational training are females.
	· Vocational training course reached more females.

	· 80% of rural refugee women financially contribute to household primary needs. 
	· Rural refugee women are active.

	· Eligibility commissions in three countries organize at least three sessions per month. 
	· Regularity in refugee status determination for the benefit of asylum seekers.


4-
Revised objectives and prioritization of activities for the period July-December 2002.

· While primaries objectives will remain unchanged, during the period mentioned above UNHCR BO Dakar, will reinforce these following activities:

· 4.1  
Mauritanian refugees.

· Continue negotiations with Senegaleses authorities, in a view to restart the registration exercise and issuance of ID cards for the above mentioned caseload. 

· Continue to explore all means for durable solutions for Mauritanian caseload (repatriation, local integration, resettlement). 

· Facilite process for refugees willing to be naturalized.

4.2
Refugees from Sierra Leone.

· Continue mass information campaign on Sierra Leone benefiting refugees in view of an organized repatriation.

· Maintain statistical data on voluntary repatriation express willingness.

· Prepare a repatriation plan to Sierra Leone.

· 4.3
Urban refugees.

· Continue negotiation with Senegalese authorities to obtain a transit center in the vicinity of Dakar.

· 4.4
Refugee registration in  the Gambia.

· Implement registration exercise for refugees living into Gambia and deliver ID cards.

4.5
HIV/Aid.

· Continue to assure that all HIV cases reported among refugee populations can access and benefit to national programme.
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